‘A9 Senday, Oc. 8, 1967
2 S

roved For Release 2006/01/30 : CIA-RDP70B00338R000300220046-1

AFPvFA)SHL NGTON POST

How Philby Stabbed Into the Heart of British Security

Disguised Spy Slipped
Past His Lax Superiors

Londan Sunday Titner

LONDON - Harald (Kim)
Philhs's achievement, in he-
coming head of the Snoviet
section af the Rritish Secret
Intellizgence Service, while
himself being a Soviet agent,
must rank as oae of the
greal. professional coups in
the twisted history af
espinnage.

Philby lafer went on to
higher things when he be-
came the linkman between
the SIS and the U.8. Central
Intelligence Agency, from
which position he could give
his Soviet spymasters thor-
ough general knowledge of
the operations of both the
major Western intelligence
Ageficies.

But. there is a ctas?ir
qualily about the earlier
achievernent. The sslection

in 1844 of Philby. already a
Saviet agent of mnre than
ten years' standing as the
man te counceive, build and
cantrol a new British opera-
tian against the Russians is
an  event embordying  the
purest egsence of espionage.

Well Equipped
How was Philhy able to do
it?

Fust, he was superbly
equlpped for the role of spy:
His marksamanship was e
cellent, his mind was swiff.
and clear. his nerves were
strong. Despite some power-
ful drinking, he remained
physically  tough and re-
silient, He was also extreme-
ly attractive to women.

But. ahove these gualities
Philby had the capacity to
disguise his feelings and in-
tentions, a crucial profes-
slonal atiribute of a spy. For
30 years he lived as a pas-
sionate Communist hehind
the facade of a middle.class
Englishman with Liberal-to-
Conservative opinions.

It is stl! almost impos-
gible to find chinks in the
mask that Kim Philby first
put on when he was 22
There are ome ar twn clues;
His writing was careful and
restrained, and many people
who Kknew Jum recall an
elusive sense oi distance or
remoteness. Rarely did he
allow himself to be engaged
in such a way 2 to reveal
his inner thoughts.

Had Philby ocen forced to
spend more time in first-
class intellectual company
during those 30 years, it is
questionable whether he
could have kept up the
charade, But the ineptitude
of the British Intelligence
Service helped to make his
fantastic career possible,

Because the SIS bureaue-
racy was profected by lay.
ers of afficial mystery, the
agency was even less pre-
pared than others in the
British  establishment  to
cope with the mid-20th cen-
fury. The Service was

caricature of the establish.
ment, and so this is an ac-
count of a great breach that
opened up the defenses of a
social class,

and therefore
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India, Iranically, voung Phil-
by's Tndian plavmates nick-
named him “Kim."  after
the half-caste hoy of the
Kipling haok whose central
themme is intellizence work,

The hov's Iather. Harry
St.John Bridger Philhy. was
an officer  of the Indian
civil service, a distinguished
Arabist who, though he
ecame of middle-class back-

virtues for the passionate,
egatistic  eulture  of the
Arabian deserts. St John
Philhy, like T. B, Lawrence,
fought tn  free the Arab
lands trom Turkish rule
and later came tn share the
Arab  heliel that Rritain
reneged on her promises at
the end of World War I

In 1929 Kim Pbilky entered
Cambridge, whare he met
future colleagues Guy Bur-
gess and Donald Maclean.
Philhy's political hent was
steadily leftwards. His views
were expressed more in pri-
vate, although with great
conviction.

Philby had travelcd in
Central and Eastern Furope
during university vacations,
and after graduation in 1933
he went far an extended stay
to Germany and Austria, Tt
was here and then, in the
early dave of the Nazi fer-
rar. that Philby's resolve
was hardened. He became a
determined Communist, and
he was recruited as an
agent.

A few months after he left.
Cambridge, Philby was giv-
en his lifetime task—io pen-
etrate British intelligenece.
Every piece of objective evi-
dence available points tn this
period in late 1933, and is
corroborated by the sccounts
Philby has given to his chil-
dren who heve visited him
in Moscow sinee his defec.
tion from Beirut in 1963,

On Feb. 23, 1934. Philhy
married an Austrian Jewish
girl. Alice  Friedmann, in
Vienna. She was an avawed
Communist, and now lives jn
East Borlin with her third
hushand.

Phithy and Alice returned
to Landon, where he became
an slant editor on a
dyving liheral magazine. But
Philby was 1o spend the next
five years carefully obscur
ing his left-wing past be-
reath a rightwing camou-

flage.
Obvicusly an  excelient
way to insulate onesell

against charges of commu.
nism was fo condone Hitler's
Nazi regime, which hoth
Philby and Burgess did by
Joining the Anglo-German
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like a Fascist.” He behaved
sn well, in fact, that Gen.
eral Franco awarded him
the Red Cross of Military
Merit.

The First Glimmers

When the civil war ended,
Philby had completed two
vears as an  undercover
Communist in Franeo's
camp. But was he already
spying on the British” There
are two bits of evidence.

One is that an officer
named Pedre Giro recalls
that in a cafe in Salamanca
a German agent passed 7
note to him with a warning
against two men then in ihe
eafe. According to the Ger-
man. these men were Brit.
ish agents. Twice suhse-
quentiy. Clire saw Dhilhy
lacked in eonveorsation with
the xame twe men,

Another point was noticed
by Bam Pope Brewer, a New
York Times correspondent
(whose wife, Eloanor., Phil-
hy was lo acquire 20 years
later in Beirut). At press
conferences, Kim was al-
ways Lhe last questioner
and the man who wanied to
know just which regiment
had made just which move.

Perhaps at this point Phil-
by, anxious to ingratiate
himself with British intelli-
gence men, was collecting
and passing on any tidbits
he could get.

Fellowship. Philhy d
to have his picture taken at
2 Swastika-decked dinner.
This was in 1936, just before
the putbreak of the Spanish
Civil War, which gave Phil-
by another opportunity to
establish his publie political
position.

Philby wen! to Spain in
February, 1937, and began
reporting as a free-lance
writer from the Franeo side.

Sonin_withaur  hakesies

Zany Corr

When tae PBritish expedi
tionary foree left for France
to fight the Germans, Kim
Philby went with them as
the London Times' No. 1 war
correspondent. His colleague,
Bob Cooper, thought Philhy
4 wild, slightly  drunken
and rather brutai yousns
man. Kim. il seems, was ad-
dicted 1o a curious bar

Spdin,
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he was rather copspicuously
iiving wilh a zirl. fhis time
Lady  Margaret. Yane.Tem-
pest-Blewart.

Other colleagues still
saw him as slightly pro-fas
cist. He ware the Frangn
decoralion an his uniform,

The disaster of Dunkirk
in June, 1840, braught Phjl-
by back to London. At last
conditions were ready for

his erucial penetration of
British intelligenes.

These conditions were no-
where befter than at the
house where young intelli-
gence officers set up resi-
rdence. Among them wore
Guy Burgess and a numher
of  hamesexuals,  heavy
drinkers and hangers-on of
varying types,

Philby was immediately
laken info the department
far sahotage, subversion and
propagenda. His particular
iob was jecturing on propa-
zanda  leafiet  technique.
Philby was later transfered
lo a unit training for un.
armed combat behind en-
emy lines, but his stammer
snd the fact that his work
in Spain had made him
knewn to a great many

German  military people
made il seem suicidal te
send him info oceupied
Furope.

S0 In the summer of 1941
Philhy  was  recruifed  for
work in the Secrel Infeil-
gence Service.

This agency, hetler known
s M6, was and is con-
wrned wilh espionage ane
wunter-espiorage in foreign
ountries. (M1-3, the home
mit af the mythical James
lond, concerns itself with
ounter-espionage in Britain
24 the colonies), Both agen-
s had suffered a severe
ontraction since Lhe pahny
ays nf World War T,

M18 had eseaped any hasice
rfarms. Turing the 30s it
hd dane jts recrviling, in
te tradition of the Great
eslablishmenl,
h pelice force
i India and partly among
ich, upper-class voung men
I Londou's financial dis-
tig.

1 was these men, aften

e ——

known as “the stockbrokers,”
wha gave the Service its
connection with White's
Club. one of London's most
exclusive men’s clubs. This
nolorious liaison stands at
the center of any picture of
the wartime secret service,
And it epitomizes the
rougish, dilettante guality of
MI-6, of which the resi nf
Whitehall, and especially the
embrayonic professionals of
MI-5, were to hecome in-
creasingly eonte mptuoys
over the mext decade,

Most of the top brass he-
longed there, including Sir
Steward Menzies, the Mg
chiel until 1851 and {he
model for lan Fleming's fic-
The etiquette of the time
tional securily chief “M.
was to leave Menzie alone
with his personal assistant
when they were together,
since it was understood that
they weve “rupning the
secref service or something,"

White's provided, teo, a
fertile source for emergency
wartime recruits, on the
basic English principie that
if ¥au could not trusy your
club, who eould you trust?

As for Menzies himself,
one former subordinate re-
calls; “He was terrilving to
work with hecause he acted
entirely on instinet. He
rarely read a single case
right through, vet he aften
came in with the answer"
Counter-Espionage

Kim Philpy hecame part
of Section Five of MIB
which was responsible jor
counter-espionage, or mare
exactly, soying an the Ger-
nan  spies. Through per-
sonal contact supplied by
his old colleague Guy Bur-
gess, Philby hecame head
af the Therian subsection.

“Phithy just did not have

the contacts to get {hat sort
of job on his own,” said one
of his colleagues. “I know
it was Burgess who rang up
sameone and got him jn"

The Iherian subsection’s
lheater was a4 vital one.
8pain was 2 neutral, friend-
I¥ to Germany, and provided
the perfect base for opora-
tions against Brifain's com-
munications keystone, e
braitar, Porwgal was
Mriendly  to  Britain, but
TPartuguese Mnzambique
was the cenfer of German
espionage  operations  in
southern Africa. It was in
this connection that Philby
sent Malcolm Muggeridge
fo Lourenco Marques and
Graham Greene to Sierra
Leone.

As a boss, Philby was a
quick suecess. He possessed
both grasp and human sym-
pathy, faculties which evi-
dently won him intense per-
sonal lovalty. This was to
be a feature of his entire
career, and it is with an al-
mosl unspeakable sense of
irony that associales recalt
the ward which they alwavs
felt summed him up: “in-
legrity.”

“You didn't just like him.
admire him, agree with
him." says one man who
Raw  him often from the
war - until  his  defection,
“You  worshinped him"

By 1943, fwo years after
coming in, Philby was firm-
Iy established as ane of
Aenzies” very hes( men.
early 1944 Philby
sctting bared hy the
limstations of the Therian
subsectinn.

I was then that Menzies
asked Philhy, just a few
manths before D-Day, fa re-
vive the defunct counter-
ceninnate aperafion azainst
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the Soviel Taion. To Philhy,
this must have seemed tae
ultimate opportunity, and
also 1o represent the ulti-
mate folly of the men aboye
him.

Philby’s appointment js a
measute of the hiind faith
in him on the part of his
Superiors, whose own TepU-
tations had heen aided hy
Philhy's work. Had Thilby's
carly Communist experience
been fargotten? Had it heen
obliterated from the record
by his e xeellent perform.
ance? Or was it, just con-
ceivably. noted and, in a ma-
ment of supreme political
najvele, iznored?

The aging colonel whop
was the sole incumbent af
the inactive Soviet section
was pensioned off, and Phil-
by moved in to huild an em-
pire which, within 18
months, oceupied an eniire
floor and emploved more
than 100 people. Within twn
years, (he section had ac-
cumulated a vast store of in-
{ormatinn an Communists in
Western countries, front o1-
ganizatlons and the other
now-familiar swiff of Cold
War counter-ospionage. And
Kim Philby had acquired the
confidence of his staff.

“He could get them (o do
anything for him,” one of
them has recalled.

This witness remembers
that evervone there came
from a strict seenrity back-
ground.  where the yigid
fradition wag  that office
desks shouid bhe locked at
nighl. Fut Kim hreke that
tradition as he hroke sn
“Don't warry
he said, “I'l}
lock them up later.”

“1 didn't Jike 10 do it
Liis witness now says, “hut
ftie was so charming that |
cauldn’t refuse anything he
asked.”




